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Buddha destiojed au l-lo-po-ta-lo tree, hence when the natives
are praying for rain or fine weather they have to go with a
monk to the tank, and when they have cracked their fingers,
and spoken the dragon fair, they are sure to have their prayers
answered.

The story here alluded to of the very ancient Buddhist
monk who was afterwards reborn as the Elapattra Dragon-
kmg is told with  slight  variations in  several Buddhist
books.   The monk was a very pious good ascetic living
in a lonely hermitage among Cardamon (Ela) plants or
BHa trees".   He was much given to ecstatic meditation,
and on one occasion he remained absorbed in thought all
the morning  and until it was  the afternoon.   He then
arose, took his bowl, and went in the usual manner into
the town or village,  to beg his daily food.   The people,
seeing him beg for food out of hours, upbraided him, and
made disagreeable remarks about his violation of the rules
of his Order.   The monk became  annoyed and irritated
by these remarks, and went back to his hermitage.   Here
he paced up  and down  as usual, but being in a bad
temper he  could not endure the touch of the leaves of
the Ela (or "Ha trees").   So he tore them off and angrily
strewed them on the ground.    When the Buddha Kasyapa
came to remonstrate with him for injuring the plants, and
tried to bring him to a proper frame of mind, the monk
was rude to the Buddha, and refused to take his reproof.
3?or the  two  offences,  eating food in the afternoon and
breaking  off the Ela leaves (or  scorning the Buddha's
reproof for doing so), the monk was reborn as a Dragon-
king.    In this form he had a monstrous, hideous, and
distressing body with seven heads from  each  of which
grew  an "Ha tree",  and  so long was his body that it
reached from Benares to Takshasila, a distance of above
200 Tojanas.   While  the Buddha was  at Benares  this
Elapattra dragon came thither seeking for the explanation
of an incomprehensible verse, and having assumed the form
of a universal sovereign, he presented himself in the con-
gregation of the Buddha.   The latter, however, caused the
dragon to resume his proper form, and then informed him